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Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) An anode member for a solid 
electrolytic capacitor, said anode member comprising_L 

a valve metal thin platen *nd 

a valve metal powder layer formed on at least one plate 
5 surface of said valve metal thin platej. and sintered, 

at least one groove formed in said valve metal powder layers 
havin g a groove 

wherein said valve metal powder layer having the at least 
one groov e formed therein is sintered to form the anode member. 

2. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said groove has a depth corresponding to at 
j^ast 20% or mor e of the a thickness of said valve metal powder 
layer. 

3. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wh e rein said anode member further compris e s comprising a 
grooved portion which corresponds corresponding to a portion of 
said valve metal powder layer presented that is under said at 

5 Is&St one, groove^ [ [ , ] ] 

wherein said grooved portion having has a thickness of not 
more than 50^im oi 1^j=> , 
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4. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said valve metal powder layer has a thickness of 
at least SOpm or more , 

5. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said groove is formed by masking -to- the plate 
sui^qe of 1;hq vajve me1;al . thin. plate_,and depositing said valve 
metal powder layer befuxe biuLuriuu on the masked, p_la_te_ .surf ace . 

6- (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said groove is formed by depositing the valve 
metal powder _la yer _on, t he plate surface and stamping said valve 
metal powder layer wh - i - ch - - i s ■■ 5 i n t e r e d . 

7. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein said groove is formed by depositing the valve 
metal powder layer on the plate surface and marking said valve 
metal powder layer which is sintered . 

8. (Currently Amended) An anode member as claimed in 
claim l r wherein said valve metal is one of niobium (Nb) or and 
tantalum (Ta) • 
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9. (Currently Amended) A solid electrolytic capacitor 
comprising -art the anode member as claimed in claim 1, a cathode, 
and a dielectric member, 

10 . (Currently Amended) A method of producing an anode 
member for a solid electrolytic capacitor, said method 
comprising^ the ^fc e ps o f 

forming a valve metal powder layer on at least one plate 
5 surface of a valve metal thin plate , and forming at least one 
groove in said valve metal powder layer;, and 

sintering said valve metal powder layer 7 — said powd e r layer 
b e ing provided ' with a having, the at least one groove formed 
therein , 

11. (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10 , wherein the 
groove has a depth corresponding to at least 20% of a thickness 
of the valve metal powder layer. 

12. (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein a 
portion of said valve metal powder layer that is under said at 
least one groove forms a grooved portion; and 
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5 wherein said grooved portion has a thickness of not more 

than 50pm. 

13. (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
valve metal powder layer has a thickness of at least 50pm. 

14* (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
valve metal powder layer and the at least one groove formed 
therein are formed by masking the plate surface of the valve 
metal thin plate and depositing a valve metal powder on the 
masked plate surface. 

15- (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
valve metal powder layer and the at least one groove formed 
therein are formed by depositing a valve metal powder on the 
5 plate surface of the valve metal thin plate and forming the at 

least one groove by stamping the valve metal powder deposited on 
the plate surface. 

16 • (New) h method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
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valve metal powder layer and the at least one groove formed 
therein are formed by depositing a valve metal powder on the 
5 plate surface of the valve metal thin plate and forming the at 
least one groove by marking the valve metal powder deposited on 
the plate surface . 

17. (New) A method of producing the anode member for the 
solid electrolytic capacitor as claimed in claim 10, wherein the 
valve metal is one of niobium (Nb) and tantalum (Ta) . 
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